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the measures which should be taken to safeguard these
menaced rights or interests." With regard to India it is
stipulated by Article IV that, "Great Britain having a
special interest in all that concerns the security of the Indian
frontier, Japan recognises her right to take such measures in
the proximity of that frontier as she may find necessary for
safeguarding her Indian possessions/1 Article VII states
that, " The conditions under which armed assistance shall be
afforded by either Power to the other in the circumstances
mentioned in the present Agreement, and the means by
which such assistance is to be made available, will be arranged
by naval and military authorities of the contracting parties,
who will, from time to time, consult one another fully and
freely upon all questions of mutual interest."

These terms were agreed to when the war between Japan
and Russia was still being carried on, and Great Britain
undertook to continue to maintain strict neutrality unless
some other Power or Powers should join in hostilities against
Japan, in which case Great Britain would come to the
assistance of Japan and conduct the war in common, and
make peace in mutual agreement with Japan. There can
be no doubt that the reference to the maintenance of the
territorial rights of the high contracting parties in the regions
of Eastern Asia and of India was made chiefly in view of
the possibility of an attack on India by Russia, in which
case Japan would take part in the struggle on the side of
Britain in such a manner as might be arranged by the naval
and military authorities of the contracting parties, who,
should such an occasion ever arise, would from time to time
consult one another fully and freely upon all questions of
mutual interest. This part of the agreement raises many
important problems on the various aspects of which much
might be said, but it is sincerely to be hoped that it will
never require to be put into operation. Recent events and
the improved relations between the countries concerned
strengthen this hope, In any case, too much power should
not be given to the military and naval experts, who are apt